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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 612. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Alan Davidson, 
of Maryland, to be Assistant Secretary 
of Commerce for Communications and 
Information. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send 
a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 612, Alan 
Davidson, of Maryland, to be Assistant Sec-
retary of Commerce for Communications and 
Information. 

Charles E. Schumer, Maria Cantwell, 
Patrick J. Leahy, Martin Heinrich, 
Tim Kaine, Gary C. Peters, Chris Van 
Hollen, Jeanne Shaheen, Tina Smith, 
Sheldon Whitehouse, Thomas R. Car-
per, Mazie Hirono, John W. 
Hickenlooper, Edward J. Markey, Jack 
Reed, Jacky Rosen, Tammy Baldwin. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 465. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Amitabha Bose, 

of New Jersey, to be Administrator of 
the Federal Railroad Administration. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send 

a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 465, 
Amitabha Bose, of New Jersey, to be Admin-
istrator of the Federal Railroad Administra-
tion. 

Charles E. Schumer, Maria Cantwell, 
Patrick J. Leahy, Martin Heinrich, 
Tim Kaine, Gary C. Peters, Chris Van 
Hollen, Jeanne Shaheen, Jack Reed, 
Tina Smith, Thomas R. Carper, Mazie 
K. Hirono, John W. Hickenlooper, Ed-
ward J. Markey, Sheldon Whitehouse, 
Jacky Rosen, Tammy Baldwin. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Finally, I ask unani-
mous consent that the mandatory 
quorum calls for the cloture motions 
filed today, January 5, be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Kansas. 
CORONAVIRUS 

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. President, it 
was 2 years ago this month that I stood 
on the floor of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives and was the first person to 
speak about a novel coronavirus, soon 
to be called COVID–19. Two years ago, 
I had been reading about this virus for 
several weeks, and something in my 
gut as a physician told me this was not 
going to be a common cold. I chatted 
with the CDC, and I implored them to 
start doing research on the origins of 
the virus, asking ‘‘Was it from nature 
or from a laboratory?’’ and that we 
needed to work on vaccines, thera-
peutics, and testing. 

As we all know, the development of 
an American vaccine, thanks to Oper-
ation Warp Speed, was successful. As 
for the testing, we know the CDC fum-
bled it, but the private sector saved us. 
And therapeutics? Not so much. Thera-
peutics have never been a priority for 
this administration. 

As we return to our Nation’s Capital, 
I would venture to say that very few 
Americans didn’t have somebody in 
their families catch Omicron, and my 
family was no different. We shared the 
same experience as millions of other 
Americans did. Despite being vac-
cinated, one of my loved ones with un-
derlying healthcare conditions caught 
the Omicron virus. As I saw my loved 
one start having asthma, wheezing, and 
become short of breath, I did what 
every spouse would do and said: Well, 
we need to go get tested. We need to 
talk to a doctor. 

So we drove to several testing sites, 
and we had the option of standing in 
line for 3 or 4 hours with sick people. If 
we didn’t have the Omicron, we cer-

tainly would have by the time we left. 
We called around and finally were able 
to get an appointment the next day for 
testing. 

I am not sure if you have ever seen a 
person with asthma, but you can see 
the distress in their face as they 
wheeze, as they become short of 
breath. This is something with which I 
am all too familiar. I have taken care 
of thousands of women, pregnant 
women, with asthma. I have been in 
the emergency room with them, having 
to admit them to the ICU, and I knew 
that was the road that we were headed 
to. 

I called around, hoping to find some 
monoclonal antibodies—a place where 
we could go and we could get 
monoclonal antibodies. Then there is 
this new miracle of biotherapeutics out 
there. I thought, well, maybe we could 
get those, but none were to be had. 

In watching my wife continue to suf-
fer, I decided, you know, I think we 
need to do some type of telemedicine. 
So we called a doctor and set up a tele-
medicine visit—someone who had 
taken care of thousands of patients 
with the coronavirus. We did the ap-
pointment, and he prescribed 
Ivermectin for her. After the first tab-
let, it was a miracle. Within an hour, 
her labored breathing had settled 
down. By the next day, her second 
dose, she was almost completely better 
right before my eyes. 

Again, I remind everybody it has 
been 2 years since this pandemic start-
ed, and we still have limited access to 
therapeutics. Again, as we all know, 
the Biden administration’s approach to 
this is to put all of their eggs in one 
basket. They believed in a one-size-fits- 
all approach. Vaccine mandates, 
masks, and testing was their prescrip-
tion to getting us through this pan-
demic. All of those have had a place, 
and all of them have had some suc-
cesses, but when a million people in 1 
day are testing positive, it is not sur-
prising we can’t keep up with the test-
ing, and that is why we need thera-
peutics. 

In fact, the Federal Government has 
allocated over $80 billion for testing— 
$80 billion for testing—and only $15 bil-
lion for therapeutics. This is simply 
unacceptable. We are 2 years into this 
pandemic, and we have only spent $15 
billion on therapeutics. The Biden ad-
ministration should have already es-
tablished an Operation-Warp-Speed ap-
proach to the development, manufac-
turing, and distribution of thera-
peutics. 

It just always seems like this admin-
istration has been a day late and a dol-
lar short. For example, in mid-2021, we 
saw the Delta wave coming. We all 
knew it was coming, and we had real- 
world evidence in the summer of 2021 to 
suggest that a booster shot would be 
helpful for seniors and at-risk individ-
uals. It was in June of 2020 that I asked 
the CDC and the FDA to consider let-
ting physicians meet with their pa-
tients and prescribe a booster ahead of 
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